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What are we learning about balance?

Three Learning Stories to explore the question

STORY 1: Creating A Teen Space - Humboldt
STORY 2: Creating A Rap - GAP
STORY 3: Creating A Video - St. Matthew’s




Sey1] Creating A Teen Space

We had a starting place, some good questions,
and 4 big 1dea.




Story 1

But the facilitation of the process and the invitation
for youth decision making were not enough to
bring the youth back.

What was out of balance?



Story 2

CREATING A RAP

Figure 1:
Existing
Lyrics
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Figure 1: Youth
looked up song

lyrics they
listened to and
circled the parts
they liked.
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Figure 2: Questions
about lyrics

Figure 3: Four lines of lyrics
by kids

Figure 2: They filled outa
worksheet on the lyrics they
picked. Then we talked about
the lyrics as a group.

Figure 3: They created their
own lyrics and recorded them
over beats in Garage Band.



Story 2 | CREATING A RAP

Lil' Dre preformed
GEIFEIQE Band his creation

Strong sense of
ownership of
the process
and product

They were
interested and
familiar with rap.

Kids who had skills taught others

Once they are engaged, encourage the kids to be leaders.

They will have a stronger sense of ownership.




Creating A Video

In this example the kids had opportunity to practice video
with easy projects — they used the video in two early
productions... So they gained skills using the technology.




Creating A Video

video Storyboard (e Said, Sue

When the project is long, they lose interest
along the way. The story board helped
them refocus.
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Encouragement to ask each other and
adults questions leads to ownership




Some things that help create
engaging spaces

Structure

= safe, trusting spaces and relationships
= concrete projects that are open ended
= ability to see the end product

= culminating work

Flexibility

= space where youth make decisions

= following youth questions & curiosities as they arise
" access to guidance in processes

= ability to change the plan in the moment if it’s not
working




Balance between flexibility and structure is a key
to creating an environment that engages people
and leads to ownership.

How do we, as youth
workers, work with
youth to maintain this
balance?
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