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The first day of class of Honors 480, I knew very little about the course: The Emerging Scholar “Thinking Like a Mountain”.  I had no idea what I was getting myself into.  I knew the course was meeting the senior keystone requirement, which meant it was supposed to be the final attempt to prepare me for the “real world”.  Well, now that the semester is ending, I realize this course not only better prepared me for the future, but also made me a more well rounded person.  In addition, the course has changed the way I will think, feel, see, and most importantly, act in the future.  The course was ever-challenging my beliefs on important subjects such as land ethics, hunting, pollution, waste, land, nature, etc.  For my entire life, I have been raised as a city girl.  I have never enjoyed gardening, cooking, manual labor, or basically, any type of hard work.  In addition, I have always hated getting dirty, bugs, or being in the woods, and especially despised camping.  Needless to say, I did not appreciate nature or wildlife, and therefore had no feelings about land ethic, pollution, conservation, etc.  However, I did appreciate education, money and materialism.  In four awesome but short months, my feelings and thoughts have drastically changed.  I have had to question every aspect of my being.

First, my value of education was challenged.  I have been raised with the understanding that the more school you have, the more money you will make, and the more things you can buy.  I believe this is a result of multiple influences.  For one, my father had gone to school for about 15 years.  When he finally stopped, he had a doctorate in theology, and was fluent in five foreign languages including Hebrew, Greek, Germany, Spanish, and French.  Obviously, I was taught that education was of utmost importance.  I also believe that my k-12 education successfully drilled into my head that education was a necessity to become successful.  In addition, I believe society in the United States overly emphasizes consumerism and materialism.  After studying, living, and breathing A Sand County Almanac by whom some refer to as the “father of ecology”, Aldo Leopold, I have had to question my value of education.  While I still think education is of utmost importance to make a well-rounded person, I have changed my definition of the word.  I believe Aldo Leopold refers to education when he speaks of institutionalized education.  After much contemplation, I believe Aldo Leopold values the benefits of education as much as someone such as my father does.  However, Aldo Leopold’s education includes discovery, exploring, and more hands-on learning.  After considering Leopold’s view on education, I have realized that I agree with many of his beliefs.  I too believe our education system is not educating students on the importance of conservation.  Instead, our education system is based on getting more education and leading students to become a valued member of our consumerism based society.  Overall, I agree with Leopold that schools need to fit conservationism and such into the curriculum.  The environment is something that can be diminished but not reestablished, and we must change our view as a society on what is important to learn and teach.

My new sense of what is important has shifted from money, materialism, and success to conservation, environment, and land ethic.  In turn, my goals in life have shifted.  I have always had the goal to work in the advertising department of a large corporation.  While I would still enjoy that experience, I will also be looking at how the company is affecting the environment.  In my career search, I will be looking for a “green” company.  In addition, I will hope to offer advertising services for no charge for non-profit organizations such as the Sierra Club.  


In addition, whom I marry has probably changed.  A co-worker of mine used to work for the Sierra Club but his wife hated the schedule.  He had to travel a lot and worked on the weekends as well.  In my opinion, that would be a job of a lifetime.  He was making a difference and doing his part to save the world for generations to come.  Now, he sits behind a desk and crunches numbers all day.  In my opinion, I would love to marry someone who was doing his part to save the world, whether the schedule was “normal” or not.  Most importantly, I will definitely need to spend the rest of my life with someone who is supportive of my beliefs and need to do my part.  
My kids will also be different people because of this course.  The books I select to read them, the vacations we take as a family, the weekend activities, etc. will be different.  I hope to raise my children with the awareness of nature, diminishing resources, global warming, etc.  I hope that one day my children will thank me for doing my part in keeping their world a beautiful place to live.  Then, one day I hope my grandchildren will thank their parents and me as well, for generations to come.  I hope to be the top of a conservation-minded family tree that continues for generations.  

The car I drive will also be different since this course.  In fact, I am getting a new car after I graduate and have decided I definitely want a hybrid of some sort.  My grandfather owns a Toyota Hybrid and I have a feeling that my parents are in the process of persuading my grandpa to give it up and let me have it.  In addition, I now understand how silly it is that we as a society, hold no remorse for using our cars every chance we get.  It is as if we are so self-centered we have no feelings about destroying a world that belongs to every living thing, not just Americans.  While we could walk down the block to a neighbor’s house, most of us would opt to drive but the damage this is doing to the environment is now clear to me.  One day my kids will ask me what happened to the fossil fuels or something along those lines and I will have to regretfully explain that we had to use the car to go rent a video.  I hope that my kids will understand the impact that each individual has on the world.

I also began recycling since this course.  This was my first baby step to doing my part to make the world a better place for the future.  I realized one day that mostly everything in my garbage could be recycled.  I have also quit using one-time use dishes and silverware.  While I have always hated doing dishes, I realized that some things are more important.  In addition, my dad always loved getting out of the car on road trips and checking out the scenery.  While I usually stayed in the car and complained about the “waste of time”, I will now get out every chance I get to appreciate the beauty of nature.  I have already changed routes to work and school so that I can get a quick view of the lake or the woods.  In the past, I did not notice the birds or the little animals but now I do and think of where they have been, what they have seen, and how much more they may know than I do.  
Lastly, who I will vote for was influenced.  While I still plan on voting democrat every election, I will look closer at the candidates’ views on conservation, pollution, development, etc.  Also, my volunteer activities will have something to do with conservationism as well.  Overall, the point is this-I like to think of myself now as a “nature-minded” intellectual.  I hope to spread the word and become actively involved in doing my part to save what we have not already diminished.  My view of success is no longer how much money I can make, but now how I can leave this world for the future.  I hope to make an impact on other’s views and actions.  While this course did not cause me to regret my major, it has caused me to reevaluate every scope of my being and for that, the mission has been accomplished.  Augsburg’s final attempt to make me a more well rounded person and better understand myself has been achieved.  I am thankful to everyone who has been a part of this life-changing experience 
