HONORS 480:  

The Emerging Scholar

“THINKING LIKE A MOUNTAIN”

 “A Sand County Almanac, Sketches Here & There, translated into many languages, 
has inspired millions of readers and is regularly cited as the most 
influential conservation book of the century, perhaps of all time.” 

—Susan Flader

Instructor:  Dr. Colin Irvine


Office hours:  T 3:15-4:15 

Office:  216 Memorial Hall



           W 1:00-3:00

Email:  irvinec@augsburg.edu



           And by appointment. 
Office phone:  330-1367


Email hours:  M, W, F 9:00-10:00 & 3:00-4:00








           T, TH 3:15-4:30

Required Texts:  

Callicott, J. Baird, ed.  Companion to A Sand County Almanac:  Interpretive and Critical Essays.  

Madison, WI:  The University of Wisconsin Press, 1987.
Knight, Richard L. and Suzanne Riedel, eds.  Aldo Leopold and the Ecological Conscience.  


Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 2002.

Leopold, Aldo.  A Sand County Almanac with Essays on Conservation from Round River.  New 

York:  Ballantine Books, 1966.
Supplemental, Secondary-Source Texts:

Flader, Susan L. and J. Baird Callicott, eds.  The River of the Mother of God and Other Essays by 

Aldo Leopold. Madison, WI:  The University of Wisconsin Press, 1991.

Leopold, Aldo.  Game Management.  New York:  Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1933.  

-----. For the Health of the Land:  Previously Unpublished Essays and Other Writings. 
Callicot, J. Baird and Eric T. Freyfogle, eds.  

Lorbiecki, Marybeth.  Aldo Leopold:  A Fierce Green Fire.  Helena, MT:  Falcon Publishing Co., 

Inc. 1996.

Meine, Curt.  Aldo Leopold:  His Life and Work.  Madison, WI:  The University of 


Wisconsin Press, 1988.
Tanner, Thomas.  Aldo Leopold:  The Man and His Legacy.  Iowa:  Soil Conservation Society of 


America, 1996.

Primary Source Materials: 

The Aldo Leopold Papers at the University of Wisconsin Archives. “The papers of Aldo Leopold are included in Record Group 9/25 of the UW Archives, which includes the records of the College of Agriculture, Department of Wildlife Ecology….The papers include 81 archive boxes (about 28 cubic feet) and several additional cases, folios, and microfilm reels, grouped into twelve series.” 

Important Links:  

The Aldo Leopold Foundation.  http://www.aldoleopold.org/index.htm.  
Thoreau, Henry David.  Walden Study Text, included on The Web of American 


Transcendentalism. <http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/transcendentalism/index.html>.
-----. Walden, annotated.  A Project in Cooperation with the Thoreau Society. 

<http://thoreau.eserver.org/default.html>.  Last updated August 28, 2006.
“Perhaps the most serious obstacle impeding the 

evolution of a land ethic is the fact that our education 

system is headed away from, rather than toward, 

an intense consciousness of the land.”

—Leopold (261)

Aims and objectives in brief:

This semester, we will—

1) Enter the ongoing academic conversations associated with ecology, conservation, environmentalism, and environmental ethics, with a focus on how the principle ideas and voices are re-presented, reworked, and, in some instances, rejected in Aldo Leopold’s landmark work A Sand County Almanac (ASCA).  

2) Annotate A Sand County Almanac and, if our scholarship is deemed acceptable by the members of the Aldo Leopold Foundation Publications Committee, post the annotations on the Foundation’s website. 

3) Create ASCA hypertext that converts the conventional, hard-copy edition into an electronic, living portal where students and scholars alike can come to read, research, understand, and appreciate ASCA and its contribution to conservation and environmental ethics.

4) Learn what it means to love and value the living spaces small and large on campus and in the cities; or to put it in Leopold’s terms, begin “groping” toward perception, toward a deeper, more informed understanding of “the land.”

5) Reflect on your beliefs and related ways of knowing and consider how, in the course of your college career and in the course of this particular semester, these views and assumptions have withered and/or strengthened.  Consider your values and articulate your own ethic, noting how it builds not only on what you have read, written, and discussed in this class but also on what you have learned in your other courses while in college. 

6)  Think like a mountain.

Activities & Assignments





      Percentage
Annotations 


Individual…….................................................................................
20%

Small Group....................................................................................
20


Class...............................................................................................
20

Introduction—an essay to be posted on our ASCA Reader website...........
20

Reflection—a keystone component............................................................
10

Participation—a must.................................................................................
10

Our mission in HONORS 480:
We intend to celebrate and perpetuate Leopold’s still-revolutionary ideas by making them more public, by annotating, explicating, and analyzing them for the untrained but interested onlooker, and by initiating a project/conversation that fittingly situates his life and work at the center of contemporary conversations about conservation and ecology.  In short, our task is to continue Leopold’s work of building “receptivity into the still unlovely human mind.”  

Projects, Papers, and Personal Responsibilities: 

#1 Annotating A Sand County Almanac—

Working individually and as a team, we will annotate ASCA.  This means that we will identify the passages, terms, concepts, references, and allusions likely to confuse a casual reader or to elude his or her notice.  Some of these parts and passages will be fairly obvious and some will not.  Our task is to become so familiar with the text and with the scholarship surrounding it that we can determine what is, in fact, note-worthy and what, from an uninitiated reader’s perspective, requires clarification and elucidation.
Of course what is confusing to one reader is often obvious to another, and so part of our job will be to read, research, and, annotate the text with different audiences in mind.  Drawing on our respective areas of interest and expertise in the fine arts, humanities, and hard sciences, we will unpack the text and thus help a range of college-aged readers and perhaps even graduate-level scholars appreciate its complexity and its significance.  
Those of us trained in literature and language arts, for instance, will underline examples in his writing that showcase Leopold’s aesthetic sensibility; we will note how and why he employs literary techniques when presenting ideas, and we will make connections between these examples in ASCA and those found in his earlier published and unpublished works.  
Those of us trained in history will highlight references to names and places that serve to situate ASCA in a specific time and place.  We will also call attention to those instances wherein Leopold invokes and complicates concepts and methodologies germane to historiography, paying close attention on our readers’ behalf to the ways and reasons he blends the environmental history with a more conventional and anthropocentric sense of time.

Finally, those who come to our undertaking from fields more in line with those of Leopold—which is to say biology and natural sciences—will help others understand more fully such ideas and concepts as the life cycle of Draba, the complexity of the biotic mechanism, and the relationship between Silphium’s last bloom and the end of the prairie epoch.  
In short, we will all have important, related, and yet distinct roles to play when translating this book into a discourse suited to the many academic communities for which it was written and for which it remains fundamentally relevant.   

And when we are finished with our annotations, and when—as a group—we are satisfied that they are accurate, essential, and professional, we will submit them to the Publications Committee of the Aldo Leopold Foundation for possible posting on the Foundation’s website.  

#2 Creating A Sand County Almanac hypertext

Leopold’s tireless dedication to the fields of ecology and wildlife biology culminated in ASCA, a collection that contains a lifetime’s worth of insight, inquiry, and investigation.  It is a book that serves as a sort of high-water mark, or, more accurately perhaps, a well-defined and significant ring in a bur oak stump, offering abundant evidence to the scrupulous reader of the thinking and the environment that accompanied its creation.  Hence, to study it is to begin to understand the origins of ecology and conservation and the contexts—public and private, published and unpublished—in which these ideas germinated. 

ASCA is also a timely and timeless text replete with ideas that have, since the book’s publication in 1949, influenced countless other books, documentaries, courses, concepts, and individual imaginations.   And so, to study and to value ASCA is to appreciate the role it has played and continues to play in the evolution and development of environmentalism and conservation.  

For these reasons, we will not simply annotate the text as if all that matters when attempting to grasp its message and its methodology is what preceded its publication.  Instead, we will attempt to locate the work in real time.  Tapping into the elasticity of hypertext technology while responding to Leopold’s call for integration, we will place ASCA in the equivalent of an academic biota, wherein we use the words and phrases of his final and most famous work as links that connect readers to what went into and what followed the book’s publication. 

Additionally, we will also use hypertext links to enable readers to navigate the text in a manner that underscores its literary quality and that highlights how recurring themes and theories are woven in and through the sections and chapters.  

To do this project and this opportunity justice, we will need to read, comprehend, and come to terms with Leopold’s intricate ideas; we will need to familiarize ourselves with the origins of those ideas, investigating leads we find in his materials as well as in the works of other environmental writers and conservationists; and we will need to work our way through secondary-source materials before turning our attention, if only briefly, to unpublished, primary sources held in the University of Wisconsin Archives.  This is a lot to do in one semester.  Maybe too much.  Who knows?  But regardless of how much we accomplish, the work we do will be work worth doing.  I guarantee it. 

To get as much done as we can, and to put our best foot forward when it comes to taking full advantage of the gift we have been given by Leopold and by The Aldo Leopold Foundation, we will approach our task in three phases.  

Phase One—
Incorporating Secondary Sources and Highlighting Inter-textual References:  

In this first phase, we will focus on making the scholarship associated with Leopold’s life and work more immediately accessible to readers of ASCA.  We will also use electronic links to underscore the important and oftentimes subtle connections that occur within, between, and among sketches, chapters, and sections.  

Phase Two—

Integrating Primary Source Materials:  

We will use links to showcase the evolution of the essays in ASCA (offering readers an opportunity to see the various drafts of each and to study the editorial input), and we will also draw attention to the origins of the ideas showcased in this final work by Leopold.  

Phase Three—
Locating ASCA ecologically in the academic biota using hypertext technology:

In this final phase, we will begin tracking down and tracing the connections between ASCA and the literary works, the legislation, and the activism it has informed and inspired.  

If we make it through the first of these three phases with flying colors, wonderful!  If we make it through the first two with our dignity in tact, again, outstanding!  If, by some miracle, we find the time and energy to make through all three phases, well then, hats off to us—we’re amazing!!!  

#3  Introductions—5 pages, 11 pt font (group writing project)
Written in disciplinary groups (which will differ from your research group), each essay will introduce other students in a respective discipline (or division—i.e.,  fine arts, humanities, or hard sciences) to ASCA.  Your task is to create a kind of filter through which readers trained in your field of inquiry can apply their acquired skills and body of knowledge to this particular text.  And while your purpose is consistent with that of your classmates in other groups, your audience and possibly the style of your essay will differ.  Those in English, for instance, will likely address different facets of the text than will those in biology and, fittingly, each will do so in a style particular to that discipline. 

#4  Reflection Essay—4 pages (individually written)

The required keystone component for the course, this is where you study the plot of land that is your always-evolving, often fertile imagination and consider how it responds to ideas addressed and discussed in the course of the course.  And just as we will analyze ASCA in a context that includes its enveloping origins and influences, you will likewise probe your thinking in a framework that includes your experiences in all other core classes you have taken while at Augsburg. 

To increase the likelihood that you will visit your private plot of imagination often enough to recognize and record slight but essential changes that have occurred throughout the fall semester, you will be required to keep a weekly journal.  In it, you can include commentary on whatever you like, as long as it deals with your thoughts and how they are (or are not) shaped by our readings and related conversations in class.  This journal need be no more than a paragraph per week and can include your reactions to contemporary events in the news.  

#5  Presentations

a) In-class—

Research groups are required to lead discussions and present/explain particularly important findings.  We will also set aside time each week for “show and yell,” wherein individuals will present news/current events/public policies that that prove the relevance and radical quality of ASCA. 

b) Out-of-class—

As a group, you will present to the Honor’s Program and, later, to the college the final product you have produced in HONORS 480.
