Election Procedures

These Election Procedures shall be used for the Augsburg Weekend College (WEC) Student Body President, Student Body Vice President, and four senator-at-large elections and Program Senators.  Procedures have been adopted by the WEC Student Senate and shall be reviewed annually by the senate and the Election Committee.
Appearance on the Ballot
1. A candidate wishing to appear on a ballot must be certified by doing the following:

a. Present a Petition for Candidacy signed by no less than 30 students in the WEC program

b. Submit the petition to the WEC Student Senate no less than two weeks prior to the scheduled election

c. Be currently enrolled as an Augsburg College WEC student at the Minneapolis campus
2. The Election Committee will verify certification criteria and will officially certify candidates.

Program Senators

1. Each program is allowed up to three senators as per the WEC Student Senate Bylaws.

2. Anyone registered as an Augsburg College WEC student, on the Minneapolis campus, wishing to serve as a program senator shall:

a. Present a Petition for Candidacy signed by no less than 30 students in the program they wish to represent

b. Submit the petition to the WEC Student Senate at the first regular meeting of the term

3. The WEC Student Senate will hold a vote for new candidates within two weeks of the petition being presented.

Terms of Election

3. Elections shall be held during the spring term and the senate shall set the date for the election prior to the first day of the term

4. WEC programs shall select their senate representatives in separate proceedings 

5. The Elections Committee shall provide a meeting for all candidates prior to the official start of campaigning where election guidelines and regulations shall be distributed and discussed.

6. Members of the Election Committee and WEC Senate, who are not running for election, shall preside over the election and ballot counting as appointed by the WEC President.

7. Election shall be held online in coordination with the IT Department.

8. The hours the polls will be open shall be posted two weeks prior to the election.

9. Voting privileges shall be granted to students registered in the WEC program during the time the election is held

10. Cast ballots shall not be viewed until the polls have closed and at such time only those designated to preside over elections may do so

11. Voters shall have access to an online ballot during the time which the polls are open.  Ballots will show the certified candidates along with any referendums.
a. Candidates shall be listed in complete, rotating order on the ballot

b. If an office is invalidated that election shall not be counted

c. Ballots shall allow for write-in candidates

i. Ballots will be considered spoiled if the write in candidate is not a registered WEC student or if the name is misspelled

12. The election shall be determined in the following manner

a. The candidate taking the majority of the vote shall win the seat

b. In the case of a two-way tie the election shall be determined through a coin toss

c. In the case of a multiple tie a special election shall be held
d. Candidates may witness the vote counting if they so choose
Campaign Practices and Regulations
13. It is the responsibility of all candidates to obtain and abide by the most recent Augsburg Posting Policies 

14. Any item larger than 11x17  and up to 3’x4’ shall be considered a poster of which only 15 are allows to be posted in Augsburg public areas

15. Each candidate shall be allowed one banner visible in the Christensen Center

a. The size of a banner shall be anything larger than 3’x4’, but must remain smaller than 2000 square inches
16. Fund-raisers for candidates are not allowed.  
17. Write-in candidates shall follow all regulations and election guidelines.
18. The WEC Student Senate shall reimburse up to $100 to each Presidential candidate, $50 for each Vice Presidential candidate, and $25 for each senator-at-large candidate, provided that receipts are submitted for reimbursement.  

19. Any violation(s) of these election guidelines shall result in disciplinary action as deemed necessary by the Election Committee not to exceed prohibition from office.  Any decision made by the Election Committee may be appealed to the WEC Student Senate in the same manner as a contested election.

Contested Election
20. The party contesting an election shall submit a request for a hearing to the WEC Student Senate within five (5) business days following the certification of the general election results.  
a. In the request, the contesting party shall provide rationale for contesting the election.
21. If the WEC Student Senate agrees to hear the case, the senate shall have an initial hearing at the next regular meeting.
22. Within 14 days of the initial hearing, a final hearing shall be held and a final decision shall be made within twenty-four (24) hours of the conclusion of the hearing.
23. In the event of a contested election, the Student Government seat in question shall remain open.  Should a Presidential/Vice Presidential candidate be unable to take office because of a contested election case, the former Student Body President or Vice President shall remain in the office until the case is resolved.
24. Should the WEC Student Senate call for a new election, the new election shall be held during the next WEC weekend that provisions can be made for an election.
